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IAPMO Conference Wraps Up in the City of Lights  

Las Vegas proved to be a great host 
city for the 78th Annual International 
Association of Plumbing and 
Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) 
Education and Business Conference 
as all conference activities were 
exceptionally well attended.  The 
attendees were there to work and a 
lot was accomplished in a short 
period of time. The conference 
offered industry-leading educational 
workshops and seminars in addition 
to expert guest speakers and the 
opportunity to meet up with other 
industry professionals. Conference 
attendees heard the latest on 
everything in the plumbing and 

mechanical fields, including changes to the Uniform Plumbing Code and Uniform Mechanical 
Code, and participated in one of the steps in the 2009 code development cycle. 

The trade exposition was well attended and proved to be an excellent opportunity for new 
products to be demonstrated prior to the Assembly Session.  Because IAPMO encourages the 
fair exchange of ideas, other model code agencies and standards providers were also promoting 
how the different codes can work together for the protection of the general public. 

The educational sessions and workshops had exceptional participation on such diverse subjects 
as Combustion Air and Venting in the 2006 UPC Chapter 5 and 2006 UMC Chapters 7 and 8, 
New Venting Methods in the UPC Chapter 9, Understanding Fat, Oil, and Grease (FOG) 
Disposal Systems in the UPC Chapter 10, and the Installation of Backflow Preventers in the UPC 
Chapter 6. 

With over 400 registered attendees and 187 voting members present, the conference was a big 
success.  One of the new activities included was the Assembly Consideration Session held on 
Tuesday, September 25. This was an additional opportunity for anyone and everyone to have a 
voice. The plumbing and mechanical technical committee reviewed over 400 proposed changes 
to the 2006 UPC and UMC. The action taken on those changes and the results of their ballots 
were reflected on the Report on Proposals. The Assembly Consideration Session was essentially 
an opportunity to advocate your position on a particular proposed code change in the Report on 
Proposals. The great turn out at the assembly allowed the best information to be used in the 
decision making process. 

The ANSI accredited revision process works to the benefit and protection of all persons using the 
Uniform Codes.  By having all interested parties involved, it produces codes that incorporate an 
entire body of knowledge from the professional plumbing contractor, the manufacturers, and the 
regulatory agencies.  A nice analogy is the “U” Codes have “you” in them.  They are written by 
you and protected by you.  The input of all of our members makes the Uniform Codes 
representative of the needs of the entire industry.   

The strong relationship between IAPMO and the United Association of Journeymen and 
Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipefitting Industry (UA) continued to be strengthened, as on 
Thursday afternoon the conference attendees toured the new state-of-the-art Pipe Trades 
Training Center. 

“We are looking forward to next year’s show which will include the ISH North America Expo in 
Atlanta,” said Tina Rice, IAPMO’s director of meetings and conferences. “There we will have 
even more opportunities for our membership to learn and participate in the code adoption 
process.” 
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The 2007 California Code books 
are now available for sale! 
IAPMO members will receive 
priority handling... Call us today at 
1-800-85-IAPMO. 

 

UPC, UMC Code Change Comments Now Being Accepted  

Ontario, CA (October 1, 2007) – In accordance with the ANSI-designated 2009 Uniform 
Plumbing Code (UPC) and the Uniform Mechanical Code (UMC) code change timeline, the 
IAPMO Standards Council has issued a call for comments beginning October 1, 2007 and ending 
February 1, 2008 at 5:00 PM PST. 
             
Anyone interested in submitting a comment should download the form entitled “Form on 
Comments,” found under the “Code Development/Report on Comments” link at 
http://www.iapmo.org.  
             
Both the Plumbing and Mechanical Technical Committees will be meeting in Denver, Colorado 
from May 5 - 9, 2008 to review and act on all comments received, including the Assembly 
Comments passed at IAPMO’s Las Vegas Assembly Consideration Session. The Denver 
Technical Committee meetings are open to the public and anyone in the audience may voice 
their position to the committee in this open forum. 
             
IAPMO proudly utilizes an open consensus process in developing the UPC and UMC. IAPMO 
remains committed to promoting safe, sanitary plumbing and mechanical systems worldwide.   
             
For more information or for technical assistance, please call Lynne Simnick, Director of Code 
Development, at (909) 472-4110. 

IAPMO R&T Now Accredited to IAS Requirements for IS O/IEC 17020 

IAPMO Research and Testing (IAPMO R&T), a global 
leader in plumbing and mechanical product evaluation, 
announced on October 10, 2007 that it has received 
accreditation as an inspection body from International 
Accreditation Service, Inc. (IAS) to the requirements of 
ISO/IEC Guide 17020.   

The scope of IAPMO R&T’s new accreditation allows it to 
perform manufacturing site inspection of plumbing, mechanical, and gas related products for 
regulatory entities including ICC ES.  These inspections are designed to ensure manufacturing 
procedures that include raw material assessment, product production, and quality systems 
review, conform to IAS protocols.  

According to IAPMO Senior Director Shahin Moinian, “IAS is a respected accreditation body and 
we are very excited to have successfully met their requirements.  Our clients benefit from 
improved service by having one more accreditation body scrutinizing our advanced inspection 
system, because manufacturers seeking Evaluation Service Reports can now utilize IAPMO R&T 
for plant inspections.” 

Anish Desai, IAPMO R&T’s Quality Assurance Manager, agrees, adding that “Our certification 
speed and unparalleled customer service continue making us the ideal choice for manufacturers 
looking for a competitive edge.” 

IAPMO R&T has a long history of association with ICC and Chuck Ramani, ICC’s VP of 
Evaluation Services, says, “We are very pleased to have IAPMO R&T as a client.  We have 
enjoyed working with IAPMO R&T Lab under the ISO/IEC 17025 accreditation program and look 
forward to expanding this relationship even more in the future.” 

For more information about product certification with IAPMO R&T, call (909) 472-4100 or visit 
www.iapmort.org. 
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IAPMO Evaluation Service Brings in New Director  

The International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials 
(IAPMO) Evaluation Service (ES) announced in September the hiring 
of Amir Zamanian, P.E. as its new business unit director.  Prior to 
joining IAPMO, Zamanian held positions with the California Department 
of Transportation; various large public works contracting and 
engineering firms; and the Department of Capital Projects for the 
county of Allegheny, Pennsylvania. 

These assignments have provided Mr. Zamanian with solid experience 
in managing highly specialized projects within the construction industry. 
His skill combined with his past experience will help IAPMO's building 

products customers derive the most rapid benefit from their formal Evaluation Service reports. 
IAMPO Evaluation Services Reports demonstrate a product's compliance with the International 
Building Code (IBC). 

IAPMO ES is an ANSI-accredited building product evaluation agency that issues product reports 
under ISO/IEC Guide 65. The nationally recognized marks of conformity issued by IAPMO ES 
are trusted by building officials as complying with all applicable building code exception criteria. 

Mr. Zamanian will lead the Evaluation Service team using his background in project management 
to ensure value-conscious, and rapidly completed ES product reports. He will work with 
manufacturing firms to fulfill all of their product evaluation service needs, from requirement 
documentation all the way to quality management systems and management reviews.  

Shahin Moinian, senior director of IAPMO R&T, commented, "Amir will bring solid leadership 
strength to the ES team.  He is extremely familiar with our customers' evaluation service needs 
and understands the importance of having these very important compliance documents in hand 
prior to their product launches.  He will significantly strengthen our commitment to this extremely 
dynamic segment of the construction manufacturing sector."  

IAPMO Begins New Session of Inspector Training and Certification 
in Massachusetts 

The New England regional office of IAPMO recently started another term of the plumbing and 
gas inspector continuing education program in Massachusetts. IAPMO is the sole provider and 
administrator of this certification program, and has been since its inception five years ago. All 
inspectors are required to earn 12 continuing education credits per year for each of the two-year 
cycle. We are very fortunate this session to have Joseph Peluso, the Executive Director of the 
Plumbing Board, and Norman St. Hiliare, the Assistant Executive Director serve as instructors for 
the classes. In addition, all three State Investigators-Taylor Roth, Jr., Dennis Driscoll and Scott 
Padden will also participate, joining our regular team of teachers. Six classes will be held 
throughout the state, with the Boston class being held at the training facilities at Plumbers Union 
Local 12. 
This program continues to be very successful, with the number of attendees for these classes 
increasing each year of the program. 

IAPMO Showing Diverse Knowledge with Kansas Health Inspectors  

The 2007 Kansas Department of Health and Environment Conference was held August 21 – 23 
at the Grand Prairie Hotel and Convention Center. Over 300 people attended the conference, 
which focused on environmental compliance, pollution prevention, and sustainability.  

While staffing the IAPMO booth and presenting the Uniform Codes, Field Representative Bill 
Schweitzer emphasized the importance that environmental inspectors inspecting food services 
and other hospitality areas be knowledgeable in spotting backflow problems, making sure that 
they are in compliance with health regulations.  

By reminding inspectors with different specialties the value of IAPMO’s knowledge base, Bill 
hopes to strengthen IAPMO’s position with the local building officials.   



 

 
Oregon Continues Work on the Adoption of the 2006 
Uniform Plumbing Code 

The Oregon State Plumbing Board will meet on October 12 to consider the plumbing code 
subcommittee’s recommendation regarding the 2006 UPC and Oregon code amendments. The 
Building Codes Division will file the public hearing notice with the Secretary of State by 
December 14th to begin the rulemaking process. The proposed public hearing on the 2008 
Oregon Plumbing Specialty Code will be on January 15, 2008. The effective date of the 2008 
Oregon Plumbing Specialty Code is April 01, 2008. 

New IAPMO Chapter for Texas 

The Texas Panhandle Inspectors Association of IAPMO (The Texas Panhandle) has been 
approved by the board and will hold its first inaugural meeting Wednesday November 14, 2007 to 
install its officers. For further information and to join the Chapter, please contact Karen Hutson at 
(806) 547-4492 or South Western Regional Manager John A. Mata at (713) 539-3828 or e-mail 
mata@iapmo.org. 

Montana’s Big Sky Chapter of IAPMO 

  

Inspectors and contractors from several jurisdictions met in September to discuss the future 
growth of Montana’s Big Sky Chapter. The members expressed interest in seeing the Chapter 
grow, and many suggestions were offered to increase the attendance at the next Chapter 
meeting. One local inspector mentioned that many contractors might be unaware that they could 
join IAPMO.  This means an opportunity to help spread the word about the benefits of both 
joining IAPMO as a national member as well as participating in the Big Sky Chapter. 

The next meeting will take place in March of 2008 and the agenda will include the discussion of a 
new product being utilized in Missoula.  With IAPMO as one of the approved continuing 
education providers for the state, help support and spread the word about the Big Sky Chapter 
so it can continue to grow and gain membership. For information on joining IAPMO and 
Montana’s Big Sky Chapter, visit www.iapmo.org.  
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